THE SWEDISH SOCIETY
FOR THE STUDY OF ENGLISH

SWESSE

Dear SWESSE members,

Sweden’s election resulted in a very even split between the blocs; we’ll have to see what that means for
the education sector. In the meantime, here is your Fall 2026 newsletter which features news from the
ESSE Board meeting, the ESSE conference, and the SWESSE Board meeting.

The 2026 ESSE Board meeting

This year’s ESSE Board meeting was held 30-31 August in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. Among the
items on the meeting agenda were reports from the President, Secretary, and Treasurer, from the ESSE
Messenger and EJES editors, from the convenor of the Doctoral Symposium, and from chairs of the
various committees tasked with granting bursaries and awards. ESSE’s president Lieven Buysse is up for
re-election in 2027, and a new editor for the ESSE Messenger must also be elected. The Board is
supporting Lieven’s re-election, but if you are interested in being nominated for the editor position, please
let me know. More information about the ESSE Board meeting and additional decisions made can be
found here.

Please consider applying to ESSE for up to €1800 for research trip expenses, and up to €500 for
participation in the Doctoral Symposium. Please also consider submitting any books published in 2026
and 2027 for the next round of awards in 2028. See ESSE’s website for more information on funding
opportunities.

The 2026 ESSE Conference

The 2026 ESSE Conference was held at the University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 31 August — 4
September. The conference was very well run, with an apparent high level of satisfaction among the 800
participants. The 2028 ESSE Conference will be held at Manchester Metropolitan University, and the
organizing committee has proposed that the conference run 6-10 September. The ESSE Board has
requested that the dates be moved to the last week of August, but a change seems unlikely.

The Fall 2026 SWESSE Board Meeting

The SWESSE Board held their Fall meeting on 18 September 2026. On the agenda was an update on the
National Forum, a discussion of the SWESSE thesis award, and upcoming vacancies on the Board. See
below for more information on each of these points; minutes from the meeting can be found here.

The 2027 National Forum for English Studies
The next National Forum for English Studies will be held 21-23 April 2027 at Gothenburg University.
More information and a call for papers will be sent separately.

The SWESSE Essay Award

The Board has decided that, from 2027, SWESSE’s “BA Thesis of the Year Award” will be called the
“SWESSE Essay Award”, and any outstanding 15-credit essay (including advanced level essays) in
English Literature and Culture, English Linguistics, or English Education may be nominated for the
award. At the 2027 National Forum for English Studies, awards in these categories will be granted to the
best essays from 2025 and 2026. Essay submission will take place at the end of the Fall term; a separate
reminder will be issued with details on submission procedures and deadlines.

Serve on the SWESSE Board!

SWESSE’s next General Assembly will include elections for the following upcoming vacancies on the
SWESSE Board: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Doctoral Student Representative. Please
consider nominating yourself or someone else to serve on the SWESSE Board. Inquiries and
nominations can be sent to me or to the elections committee: Maria Freij (maria.freij@hkr.se); Denise
Bergstrom (denise.bergstrom@ltu.se); Jenny Malmgqvist (jenny.malmgvist@ju.se).

Obsession and Backrooms
Have you seen this year’s buzziest releases? Both are worth watching but Obsession is the more quotable
film.

Best,
Kristy Beers Fagersten, SWESSE President
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